THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
And then we proceeded to do something more, a
crowning imbecility - if our purpose was the restraint
of Mussolini. The spokesmen of the British Govern-
ment announced with pride that whatever else it did
it would take no course in the matter of sanctions
which might provoke war with Italy* From that
moment the conversation might just as well have
ceased. Italy had only to say that in the event of any
specified sanction being employed she would fight,
for that sanction to go into the 'inapplicable' list. An
eminent Italian professor has pointed out that from
the moment the British Cabinet announced 'it would
be no party to a policy involving war* the real chair-
manship of the Sanctions Committee passed to Signor
Mussolini.
'He has only to indicate that if such and such a Sanc-
tion is applied he will fight for that particular sanc-
tion to become automatically inapplicable if the*
condition laid down by the British Government is to
be observed/
Mr. Winston Churchill has summarised the posi-
tion thus: Tirst the Prime Minister had declared that
sanctions meant war; secondly he was resolved that
there must be no war; and thirdly, he decided upon
sanctions/
That this indeed was the British policy has been
retrospectively confirmed by such subsequent declara-
tions as that of Sir John Simon that he was 'not pre-
pared to risk a single warship on behalf of Abyssinia'.
(No one of course was asking us to risk anything for
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